Findochty visit 16th July 2011
The Background for the weekends visit to Findochty was that Cullen was having a harbour fest on Sunday 7th July 2011to promote and support three local harbours (Cullen, Findochty and Portknockie) that are in decline or in need of publicity and funds to improve their amenities in order to revitalise them. 

The ‘Banff’ boats had been invited to attend a BBQ on Saturday in Findochty run by the FWSC and the Harbour fest Sunday in Cullen.
 10:30 Saturday morning saw Sunrise, About Time and Aqua Marijn leaving Whitehills in a fresh SE breeze with almost 100% cloud cover en route to Findochty, Aphrodite from Banff was well on their way but Frank Watt had left his boat batteries on over the last week and was unable to start his engine. Frank and his two friends were split up to crew between Aqua Marijn and About Time. Seal Gair and Hero had left Whitehills heading for Lossiemouth more than half an hour before ‘fleet’ but were caught outside Findochty, they must have been on holiday. 
The BBQ at the ‘Howff’ was convivial, the food was great and the weather was warm but overcast, however that didn’t detract from the occasion and we sat gossiping till 17:30 when a wee drop of rain made the decision for us to retire. Sunrise had left mid afternoon to catch ebb tide and returned to Whitehills with the crews as they were not staying overnight. 

The plan was that if the wind remained in the SE about time and Aqua Marijn would spend the night at Findochty leaning on the North Wall during low tide, I have to say we hadn’t picked the best night to dry out on the wall, (the boats I mean I had no intention of drying out on a wall) it was spring tides and the lowest tide of the spring was Saturday night Sunday morning. Having been told that the best way to get over a hangover is to sleep inclined head down (I don’t believe it either) it seemed appropriate that Aqua Marijn and About Time naturally sit stem up when sitting on their keels. 
The wind stayed where it was in the SE and we stayed overnight. Only George (About Time) and I (Aqua Marijn) remained of the Banff crowd. Our evening’s entertainment consisted of fine meal at the admirals in the company of Mairi Innes, and for those aficionado’s of fine cuisine (James) the Scampi and Chips were fine according to George. 
The next morning was fine and sunny, with brisk breeze and after Chapel we left Findochty at 12:30 for Cullen. The wind was from the ENE which meant we were sailing almost directly into the wind to get to Cullen and I opted to motor the short distance between the two ports as time was limited in Cullen due to the tides and we would have to leave around 15:30 to avoid grounding in the harbour. 

About Time and Aqua Marijn rafted along side the west pier at Cullen with the 5 Findochty boats on the East pier. The event was well attended by the public enjoying the warm sunshine, the arrival of the Buckie Lifeboat was a big attraction and the lifeboat crew joined in with the public jumping from the North wall and Lifeboat into the Harbour. It should be noted the Lifeboat crew wore dry suits to get into the water which was about 15º C, wise men I would say.
About Time and Aqua Marijn left Cullen at 15:30 to return to Whitehills, the Wind was now about 20 knots and ENE a bit tight for a direct sail back, so we put in a long leg North, about three nm then tacked to the ESE and headed for Whitehills. I reefed down prior to tacking, the wind had strengthened and the sea was choppy with whitecaps on the waves, the occasional big wave sending spray over the boat. I decided to let the autohelm do the work and sat back behind the spray hood to adjust the sails as necessary and enjoy a brisk sail back. George had to remain at the wheel of About Time as she is a bit spritelier than Aqua Marijn in heavier weather…….. she is a good 28 years younger after all. We were making a good speed 6-7 knots and it took about 2 hours return to Whitehills, we had to put another tack before finally getting into the bay and putting the sails away. 
All in all a good weekend sailing.

Chris Clarkson (Aqua Marijn)

